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Service Number 2133390

Born bLincoln 21 st December 1918

Died - Lincoln March 1993

6 B St Parpachute Squadron Royal Engineers



My Interest

George Henry Needham  was my Great Uncle and also my God - Father.

He was the brother of my grandma - Annie Elizabeth Gunn. Although my grandma was away in service when he was born and

she was a lot older than him, they remained close throughout their lives.

He was known by everyoneas 6~ Ievbuld imagine most of the family would not even know his real name! The reason for
the nickname is that he was the second youngest of the Needham family of much older siblings and was considered small

and wiry by everyone.
He and Aunty Pam used to visit us on many occasions throughout my childhood.

| knew he had been in the war and if | had been pressed | would have known he was at Arnhem. BUT things changed when
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T My mother, Lois Burley (n Gunn) has recently been diagnosed with memory loss. She was very close to Tot but she was
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very acute memory. | decided to contact her to get some of her memories of the Needham family written down before

the passage of time means that these stories are no longer available. She is a wonderful fount of knowledge.
1 | googled Tot and discovered two very good Facebook sites where he had a mention.

Arnhem 1944: The Brave Men and Women Remembered

This Facebook site has an entry on 9th February 2025 which asks a lot of questions which | realised | would be able to answe
The second Facebook group | joined was

Remembering Gen. Urguhart's Demolition Experts



https://www.facebook.com/groups/417190515365209/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/777722167486070/

Family



Parents

Father : - John William Needham

Born 28 " October 1873 Lincoln Married 1895 Died 22 " February 1946 Lincoln

Occupation Boiler Maker

Mother : - Ann Elizabeth Needham (n. Chambers)

Born 24 ™ May 1877 in Uppingham Leicestershire ~ Married 1895 Died July 1963 Lincoln

The family home was at 10 Fenton Place East St. Swithun Lincoln b all of her children were born here. They moved in the early

S L (l‘ I ] ~ ‘ ) = t X : ] : ] ) ‘ ] ]

- o 4 4 r = 1 T N

- - + - 1 + . N o . + + M €~ ~

Norris Street in Lincoln.

Nearly all the family lived in Lincoln, close to Great Grandma Needham .

Tot and Pam lived on the corner of Norris Street and Hope Street

Gyp and Ted Gardner also lived on Norris Street opposite to Great Grandma.

Annie Elizabeth Gunn (my Grandma) lived at 3 Arthur Street b None of the rest of the family lived very far away.
Aunty Pam (n. Clarke) was brought up on Norris Street and she knew Tot from being a young woman.

It was a very close family especially until Great Grandma died in 1963. It was after this that Tot and Pam moved away and lot

of the family started to move away from Lincoln.
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Born c. September 1895 and died in c. March 1896.

Annie Elizabeth Gunn (born Needham)

Born 22" October 1896 10 Fenton Place East St. Swithun Lincoln

died 12" May 1984 in Sheffield. She is buried in Newport Cemetery in Lincoln.

She lived in 3 Arthur Street b known as Lizzie - (my Grandma). She was in service as a cook before taking over a newsagents on
Brayford Pool. She was married, for a short time, to William Gunn - they had one Daughter - Lois Burley (n Gunn) - my mother
Lois married David Michael Burley. Nan ended her time living in Sheffield with us. She died in 1984.

Hilda May Pielow (born Needham)

Born 18" August 1898 10 Fenton Place East St. Swithun Lincoln

Married 8/9/1928 to Bill Pielow date of death is uncertain

She went into service and moved to London.

Bill was originally from Ireland and was a regimental quartermaster Sergeant in the 16/5 Lancers. He was based in
Tidworth Barracks in Wiltshire and lived next door to lvy and Jack Higgins. After he left the army they were the caretakers
of a large house in London b Later he worked for the civil service in the post office working at Mount Pleasant in London.
They lived in Edgware.

Hilda and Bill retired to Washingborough to a large cottage with a huge garden.

vy Cecilia Higgins (born Needham)

Born 4™ July 1900 10 Fenton Place East St. Swithun Lincoln died 1980 Garstang

.. ‘ T h © 7t | ancer§l They had one daughter Paulined (Her children were Peter Margaret and An-
drew) They dlvorced and she returned to Lincoln where she was on her own for a long time.
She later married Gerry. Gerry was in the RAF. He was a Londoner and they had known each other before her first marriage.


https://www.myheritage.com/research/record-40001-2587637344/william-joseph-needham-in-familysearch-family-tree?s=OYYV6L7AK2V3HIS4S7TTYEKFW6P2T6Y
https://www.myheritage.com/research/record-40001-2587637344/william-joseph-needham-in-familysearch-family-tree?s=OYYV6L7AK2V3HIS4S7TTYEKFW6P2T6Y
https://www.myheritage.com/research/record-40001-587236804/hilda-may-pielow-born-needham-in-familysearch-family-tree?s=OYYV6L7AK2V3HIS4S7TTYEKFW6P2T6Y
https://www.myheritage.com/research/record-40001-1937331681/ivy-c-higgins-born-needham-in-familysearch-family-tree?s=OYYV6L7AK2V3HIS4S7TTYEKFW6P2T6Y

John William Needham (Bill)

Born 7™ August 1902. Known as Bill. He left Lincoln as a young man and lived in Eastbourne (we think) for his life. He did have
children but no one knows very much.

Albert Edward Needham (Nobby)

Born29™ ., ., sl Tt T e T T T .
Nobby and his wife Flo lived just outside Lincoln.
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Emily Florence Scott (born Needham) (Em)

Aunty Em was bornon 2 " December 1905 died June 1986 in Chichester,
She married John William Scott (dob Feb. 16 " 1902)
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step sisters. The step - 7 | . | Ce e \ C e e e - . LAl L
They had one daughter, Jean Wilkinson, who married Geoff Wilkinson who lived for many years in Sidcup Kent.
Their children were John and Jane.
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Ernest Needham _ (Ernie)

Ernie was born in 11 " November 1914 at the house in St Swithin's Lincoln .

He married Florrie Hollingsworth just after he was called up . He died on 8th July 1944 a month after D -Day b His grave is at
Caen Brittany. He was in Lincolnshire regiment who were involved in a lot of hand - to - hand fighting in Brittany. He volun-
teered to go and silence a sniper b the sniper got him first.

Revenge for the loss of Ernie was a great motivator for Tot and Wally, his younger brothers.


https://www.myheritage.com/research/record-40001-1744424026/john-william-needham-in-familysearch-family-tree?s=OYYV6L7AK2V3HIS4S7TTYEKFW6P2T6Y
https://www.myheritage.com/research/record-40001-2587622065/albert-edward-needham-in-familysearch-family-tree?s=OYYV6L7AK2V3HIS4S7TTYEKFW6P2T6Y
https://www.myheritage.com/research/record-40001-1937333037/emily-florance-scott-born-needham-in-familysearch-family-tree?s=OYYV6L7AK2V3HIS4S7TTYEKFW6P2T6Y
https://www.myheritage.com/research/record-40001-1937334213/ernest-needham-in-familysearch-family-tree?s=OYYV6L7AK2V3HIS4S7TTYEKFW6P2T6Y

Edith Mary Hacking (born Nedham) (Edie)

Born 12" January 1908

Married John Atkinson Hackingon 3 ™ August 1931 and moved to Egypt with John for a 5 year stint with he RAF. Edie hated

Egypt and when she became pregnant she came home. We think John Hacking served in North Africa during the war.
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Joseph Needham (Joe)

Born 4th September 1909.

Joe lived in Washingborough and was considered the great success of the Needham Family. He was a senior manager at

Clayton Dewandre Co. He also developed Spondylitis in later life.

Evelyn Susan Gardner (born Needham) (Gyp)

Born 12" September 1912 married 26 ™ December 1936 Died August 1982 in Lincoln

Aunty Gyp was exceptionally popular. During the war she learnt to drive and drove a delivery van

for the COOP delivering to villages around Lincoln

She married Thomas Edward Gardner (Ted) on 26th December 1936.
Ted served in North Africa with the army Medical Corps and worked as a butcher at the Coop.

They had one son 3 Johnny (married Diane)




Ella Irene Needham

Born 23 January 1917 Died 1918 aged 1 year

George Henry Needham 3 (Tot)

Born 21st December 1918 Died March 1993
Married to Ella Pam Clarke  (Aunty Pam).
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This document is all about him

Walter Denis Needham (Wally)

Born 9" February 1921 Died May 1982
During the war Wally served in the RAF in the Middle East b when he came back his girlfriend Ivy had married someone else and had
e . T or e oA T s s s T Iyywas'

declared a widow and they could marry.

Wally worked in the Coop, Ivy worked in a florist shop

Wally later worked at Drax power station b~ T, Lo.a . L . .

He died just before he was due to retire.


https://www.myheritage.com/research/record-40001-2587672997/ella-irene-needham-in-familysearch-family-tree?s=OYYV6L7AK2V3HIS4S7TTYEKFW6P2T6Y
https://www.myheritage.com/research/record-40001-2587682972/george-henry-needham-in-familysearch-family-tree?s=OYYV6L7AK2V3HIS4S7TTYEKFW6P2T6Y
https://www.myheritage.com/research/record-40001-2587687252/walter-denis-needham-in-familysearch-family-tree?s=OYYV6L7AK2V3HIS4S7TTYEKFW6P2T6Y
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Tot left school at 14 and went to work for L.N.E.R. on the railways.
He did clerical jobs and, as a teenager, was responsible for opening and closing crossing gates by hand.
He later became a telegraphist and tapped out messages from one station to the other.

When he was called up he went down to Longmore Military Railway in Hampshire. The family story is that
he was involved in a regiment for railway workers but no one could confirm it.

During the early part of the war he was said to move back and forwards to Lincoln quite often and was
often seen at dances. (He always liked dancing)

Tot told us that he never saw active service for a long time after joining up as he was a very good
footballer and he played football for the army.

It could be that Arnhem was his first active service but | await his army record to confirm this.



Arnhem



Overview of Battle of Arnhem

Operation Market Garden was a hastily arranged mission towards the end of the Second World War. The idea was to drop

parachutists behind enemy lines. The aim was to make a large advance to the German border and to end the war by Christ-

mas.

It was audacious and after initially looking possible, it ended in what is considered a failure and a missed opportunity.

To quote Tot

6°., .. 6 .. 7 L. LT . B 7 (Middleprooke’'p451) ., ‘. "7
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(Sliz p 56)
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The book was subsequently made into a major Hollywood film directed by Richard Attenborough.
The whole event is complicated with lots of different things happening in the 10 days from 17th September 1944.
The clearest introduction | found was on You Tube 6s! 71 1

(made by The Imperial War Museums).
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interviewed for this book shortly before his death.
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A Sapper is a combat engineer - responsible for building and repairing roads and bridges. Also involved
with demolition and explosives work.

They fought at the Bridge in Arnhem initially at the Red School and then at the Van Limburg School .

A force of about 60 strong under the command of Captain Eric McKay took up positions in the schoolhouse
close to the bridge. They played a significant role in the defence of the bridge 3 They fought magnificently
against massive odds in the infantry role with only light ammunition.

This document is specifically about action at the Red school and the Van Limburg Strum School between

17" September 1944 - 20" September 1944 where Tot fought.

| will include the Pegasus account of his commanding officer Capt. Eric McKay and then my report on what
happened based on my own research.

N.B. Itis very much a work in progress and | welcome additions, corrections and

alterations. As | find out new information it will be incorporated into any future
documents.
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LAST STAND AT AN ARNHEM SCHOOLHOUSE

6~ .. . . -Garden,the last stand by 60 men at an Arnhem schoolhouse in September 1944, though largely forgotten, should be regarded as one
e e ot oo JNALLCHERRY, . _, " _. [ "t "B
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Dutch bBelgian border in the north, while Lieutenant General " Armysgroup aand Lieutenant General Jacob

_ " Afiny ¢roup halted at the Siegfried Line in the south.

~ 5 ~

With supplies still arriving by trucks from Normandy, 480 miles away, Eisenhower had to carefully allocate resources to keep

pressure on the retreating Germans. On September 10 h, Montgomery proposed operation Market - Garden. He would use the
newly formed First Allied Airborne Army for a drop behind enemy lines in the Netherlands to secure key river crossings, ( The
Market part) which would be held until an advancing armoured column of the 2 nd Army XXX Corps could reach each airborne

division in turn. ( the Garden part )

The plan was that : -

§ . . . . _ _ st Airbdrne Division 'wduld Be responsibléifor capturing and holding the bridge at
Eindhoven.
s . ... T oo ndAjrhorneé to take and hold pridges at Nijhegen. . _ A 1 x
§ L. ... .. ‘ . .
- B .. _ . %Airborne Division, © | s
Dazzling in its audacity, Operation Market - Garden was planned so that lightly equipped airborne divisions were parachuted in-
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If it had have worked, the Allies would have flanked the Siegfried Line (300 miles worth of fixed fortifications along German
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If it failed, the Germans would be given time they badly needed to recover from their drubbing in Normandy and the continued
bloodletting at the hands of the Soviets on the Eastern Front.

The hastily arranged plan was that Maj. Gen. Roy Urquhart and his 1st Airborne Division would parachute into Arnhem on
Sunday 17" September and hold the Northern Bridge head for three days.

The operation and battle of Arnhem involved more than 10,000 personnel and was highly complex.

Many sources organise the events of the next 10 days by referencing what happened at the landing site, the surrounding

woods, the town, and the Bridge. All had distinct actions and stories. There are many distinct personalities who helped

(or hindered) the operation. Additionally, a description of Operation Market - Garden must consider the activities of the
American units in Nijmegen and Eindhoven and the very measured progress of XXX Corps accompanied by armoured
reinforcements. Also the role of the Polish Parachute Brigade under General Sosabowski, who were to provide reinforcements

but their planned drop was hampered by terrible weather. All of these aspects have been extensively discussed in various

books, publications and documentaries. ( o ' ( 6 .. -. ... ST .. A - ‘L

lished 1944) covers all the above in splendid detail.)

My focus is singular. It is on the involvement of a particular unit. 6 B - P Payachute Squadron Royal
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from his perspective at the Arnhem Road Bridge.



Arnhem Road Bridge (not sure of the date)



Captain
Eric McKay

L y

commanding officer is of great interest.



Captain Eric Maclachan Mackay ( source the Pegasus Archive )

Unit : "A" Troop, 1st Parachute Squadron

Army No. :210907
Awards : Commander of the Most Excellent Order of the British Empire, Distinguished Service Cross

Captain Eric Mackay commanded "A" Troop, 1st Parachute Squadron, during the Battle of Arnhem. He had misgivings about the

Operation Market Garden plan, particularly the location of the drop zones as he felt that the 1st Airborne Division may as we Il
have landed one hundred miles away from the bridge instead of just eight. Sceptical about their chances of success, he

ordered the men of his Troop to take double the ammunition they would normally carry, and even briefed them on escape

techniques.

After landing, "A" Troop followed the 2nd Parachute Battalion along the "Lion" (southern most) route. Their journey was large ly
uneventful, though Mackay was a little worried about the jubilant civilians who rushed out to greet them, as not only were th ey
unintentionally impeding the advance and distracting the men with food and drink, but they also made a lot of noise which

would alert any enemy troops in the area.

It was not until after dark that they approached the bridge, where they were fired on by a German machine gun, which

detonated the explosives in one of the trolleys they had brought with them; with the area illuminated, they ran the final dis tan ce
to the British positions and reached them without loss. Mackay briefly surveyed the area and decided to establish his men in

some buildings on the embankment at the north - eastern side of the perimeter; an area that he felt was critical to the defence

of the Bridge. "A" Troop entered the northern - most of these, and had only just begun to prepare them, by smashing windows

and piling furniture against them, when German infantry attacked. They were beaten off, but Mackay realised that this buildin g
was overly exposed to enemy fire, and so he withdrew his men to the neighbouring Van Limburg Stirum School. This building

was already occupied by a part of "B" Troop, who did not make their colleagues welcome, telling them to " Bugger off; go find
your own place ", but when Mackay entered the building he overruled them in his customarily uncompromising manner. They

were later joined by a small number of men from the 3rd Parachute Battalion under Major Lewis . Although Lewis was the senior
officer, it is believed that Mackay retained command of the engineers, and that both groups acted independently of each other


https://www.pegasusarchive.org/arnhem/pongo_lewis.htm

During the night of Monday 18th September,  the building was subjected to heavy mortar and machine - gun fire. Men ducked

for cover wherever they could as the bullets tore through the building and splinters shot out of floorboards, causing many in ju-
ries. A flame - thrower was then used to set the building alight, which was finally put out after three hours, using their Denison
smocks and the school's fire extinguishers to smother the flames. Shortly after an anti - tank round demolished the south - west

corner of the School; the explosion momentarily knocking Mackay unconscious. Dead and wounded were everywhere in the
building, and the rooms were showered with broken glass, debris, and blood. Mackay subsequently realised that the building

was surrounded, not by troops forming up for an attack, but by about 60 Germans who were relaxed and quietly talking

amongst themselves, unaware that the building was occupied. Major Lewis and Captain Mackay organised a synchronised
grenade attack which caused many casualties and left approximately 20 dead.

On Tuesday 19th September , at about the same time that Lieutenant - Colonel Frost was called upon to surrender, a German
soldier, with a dirty white handkerchief tied around his rifle, approached the school and shouted " Surrender!". As the British re-
garded their position as by no means desperate at this point, they were unsure whether he was calling on them to surrender or

whether he was trying to give himself up. Mackay assumed the latter, and as they had no facilities for POWs in the School, he

waved his arms at the man and shouted " Get the hell out of here. We're taking no prisoners ". At this point a chorus of jeers
arose from the defenders of the School, with the odd " Raus!" and " Bugger off! " thrown in. The German gradually understood and
moved away.

On Wednesday 20th September , When resistance was starting to fail, the troublesome School was systematically demolished

by the combined efforts of a Tiger Tank, with a 105mm self - propelled gun, and heavy mortar fire. Mackay ordered the build-

ing's 45 remaining defenders, 31 of whom were wounded, to evacuate, several of whom were killed or wounded as they tried to

carry their injured comrades to safety. Concluding that the situation was quite hopeless, Mackay told the wounded to surren-

der whilst himself and the 10 who were still able to fight tried to make their way across to the British positions west of th e
bridge. Five of these were wounded by a mortar explosion as they were about to leave, and so Mackay with the remaining five,

each armed with a Bren gun, decided to break out in an easterly direction, away from the bridge, reasoning that the enemy

would not expect them to head that way. Moving through the ruined buildings, they surprised a party of 50 Germans and two

Tiger tanks; running across the road in a line, they fired their Brens into this group until they had run out of ammunition, cau s-
ing many casualties but suffering one dead and another wounded themselves.


https://www.pegasusarchive.org/arnhem/pongo_lewis.htm
https://www.pegasusarchive.org/arnhem/john_frost.htm

Mackay then ordered his group to split up and try to make their way back to the bridge. He found his way into a garden and
took the opportunity to sleep beneath a rose bush until it was dark, and was barely asleep when he was rudely awoken by a
group of Germans who were unsure if he was alive or dead. One kicked Mackay hard in the ribs, which he did his best to shrug
off, but he was unable to maintain the posture of a convincing corpse when another German decided to stab him with a bay-

onet in his buttocks and down to the pelvis.

Outraged, Mackay leapt to his feet and drew his Colt pistol, though it was out of ammunition, and demanded " What the bloody

hell do you mean stabbing a bayonet into a British Officer? ". He probably would have been shot, but it took Mackay a moment

to realise that they had encircled him and could not open fire without risking injury to each other. Amused by their predica-
ment, he laughed, then threw his pistol over a wall so they could not have it as a souvenir. His watch and his father's silve
were confiscated from him, but the latter was later returned.

A German lieutenant attempted to interrogate Mackay, but he was in no mood to oblige him and was determined to put an

end to it at the first opportunity. Before the officer could say a word, Mackay said that it was futile for the Germans to re

further and so he was prepared to accept their surrender. Taken completely unawares and with nothing to say in reply, the in-
terrogation ended. During the following hours, Mackay visited groups of British prisoners and reminded them that it was their
duty to escape or cause the enemy as much trouble as possible. When they were loaded onto trucks and driven away, Mackay
told the men in his vehicle to bunch up close to their guard so he could not wield his gun, then he jumped out of the truck b
landed right on top of a sentry, and was in the process of trying to break the man's neck when his comrades arrived and beat
Mackay unconscious.  He awoke with other prisoners in a Dutch inn several hours later, and dragging himself against a wall
had his first proper sleep in 90 hours.

On the following day, Mackay escaped once more, but this time was successful, as is related in his M.1.9 report: He managed t
escape to allied lines in Nijmegen

Captured : Arnhem, 20 Sep 44.
Escaped : Emmerich, 21 Sep 44.
Left : France, 29 Sep 44.
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Sunday

17" September
1944



oL , Y. . _- P Parachute ®oyal Engineers yunder the command of Captain Mackay. They were primarily an
engineering unit.

The initial objectives of "A" Troop focused on engineering tasks including. L
1 Neutralising and removing demolition charges on the Arnhem bridge

1 To Block roads and the railway approaches into Arnhem.

1 To Convert the railway bridge to a road bridge

1 To set up and repair the Arnhem pontoon bridge

They flew in 9 C -47s from Barkston Heath. After being dropped 8 miles away from the objective Captain MacKay ordered his
men to double the amount of ammunition they carried as he realised that they would probably be fighting near the bridge.

According to family accounts, this was Tot's first experience in combat, and prior to that day he had not parachuted into a
battle. Since his enlistment, he had played football for the army and worked primarily as an engineer. His brother Ernie was
killed by a sniper shortly after D Day. Later Tot said that he took a lot of German lives in response to Ernie's death!



On the September 17 ™, 1944, at 2.00 p.m. the jump and glider landings near the village of Wolfheze by 1 st Airborne had been

almost perfect, with few casualties. The landing site was, controversially, 8 miles away from Arnhem town centre. The 8 miles to

the Bridge Head was, in terms of a battle, a huge distance.

Bt Airborne were split into 3 battalions (again another controversial decision) who were to advance on Arnhem. 1 st Battalion
approached using the northern route  (called Leopard) 3 'd Battalion approached using a middle route (called Tiger) and 2 nd
Battalion used a southern route, near the river, (called Lion). All were slowed by the overly enthusiastic welcome of Dutch r esi-

dents along the way but the advancing columns quickly got bogged down, They had maps that were not totally accurate and
had to quickly face a larger number of Germans than they expected. By 6 p.m. the 1st and 3rd battalions were engaged in
heavy conflict with the enemy.
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to check on the possible use of the pontoon bridge (for naught, it turned out 3 The pontoon bridge was severely damaged) the
engineers then moved on to the Arnhem Road Bridge.

Captain Mackay described this

61 ‘ = ” ’ y 7 ‘ t ‘ [ t ' ‘
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seemed to be surreptitious movement. The men were feeling the strain after their forced march without food for 14 hours, and

we were pulling trolleys loaded with explosives, occasionally up steep hills. The pace was cracking; but we did not stop, for we

could hear the enemy moving along the parallel streets. By 9:00p.m. we reached a small square on a waterfront. The enemy
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The engineers finally neared the Arnhem Road bridge at about 10.00 p.m. on the Sunday and reached the school on the Eastern

L T e . .- <. . .. ..hem
end of the bridge. It was protected by a pillbox which made the job almost impossible. Armed with a flamethrower, Sapper
6 : - B ' Ay ‘ ] ] - ] ] -

ammunition. The resulting explosion destroyed the pill - box, ignited the paint on the bridge, which burned throughout the night

and illuminated the area.

My reflection is that they made good progress, the plan was still in place at this point. | believe the initial expectation was of a

short battle which would result in the 2nd Battalion occupying the bridge while they waited for reinforcements. It was hard for

them to know much as communications with 1 st and 3 " Battalions were not working. The initial destruction of the pill box must
L L T A L
three days of total war. They had to hold an impossible position against an incredible enemy force with little more than lig ht

Bren guns, grenades, a few mortars and some explosives.
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the east side of the bridge There were another 700 men from the 2 nd Battalion, under the command of Lt. Colonel John Frost ,
manning a line around the Western side of the bridgehead. Considering the airborne division was 10,000 strong there were rel-
atively few men based at the bridge itself.
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to the red brick it was made of.
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! B ... wrotg’ -6 went upstairs and realized it was a school; there were desks and chairs and a blackboard
and blasted great picture windows on one side of the main classroom and porthole windows on the opposite side, but other
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reported back and we then took over this building. It was about 10. 30p m.
Meanwhile In the Red School 3 Tot says

6" ' ‘ o , . - smashing the windows and’pulling down the curtains - but we had only been

there about 10 minutes When the Germans attacked throwing grenades into the rooms. (Sliz p23)
McKay recalled the deterioration in their position.

They (the Germans) brought the machine - gun and poked it through a window, spraying everyone in the room. Fortunately, |
was beside the window, where | shot the gunner and reversed the gun on the mob outside. Grenades were now coming in at

all the windows, and the din was terrific. It was apparent that if we stayed any longer, we should all become casualties near

half the force was already wounded. To evacuate our wounded, we had to clear the garden first. Accordingly, | took my Ser-

geant and 6 men into the garden, where we mixed it in the bushes - the enemy had no stomach for cold steel, and retired to
the house next door where we followed them up with grenades. We kept up a hot fire while my corporal got the wounded

over the high wall that separated us from the school, and then we joined the rest of the force in the school. We had 7 wound-
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The German headquarters were only 15 yards behind the Red school so the attacks were constant.



The German attack convinced Captain Eric Mackay that the Red school building was too vulnerable, so he ordered his men to
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At first, the new arrivals were not welcomed. It was Tot who remembered that when they entered the school they were told by
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At the end of Sunday there were 2 officers, 43 able bodied men and 7 wounded gathered in the schoolhouse.

They spent the rest of the evening preparing the building for defence. This included filling as many containers as possible w ith
water. Four toilets were found in the basement, together with a tap. Three of the commodes were placed out of bounds so they
could be used for drinking purposes, while the fourth was reserved for calls of nature.
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were isolated, hemmed in on every side and the odds against them were vast.



Engineers At The Bridge
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Monday

18" September
1944
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Two photographs taken in 194
Mackay

5 of the Red School. Above, looking northwest along Eusebius Buitensingel, the build
before his withdrawal to the Van Limburg Stirum School next door. (Photo: Courtesy

ing was occupied briefly on the 17th by
Gelders Archive)



The names of those who fought in the
Van Limburg school. There were a few
B
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named here.




There had been intermittent opposition throughout the Sunday night and Monday morning.
Someone wrote:
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When | turned towards him, he was sat upright, and my first loss. He had been shot through the mouth. It must have been a
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The first concerted German attempt to destroy their position at the bridge came at about 8:30 the next morning, when a mixed
force of armoured cars and halftracks from the 9th SS Panzer Reconnaissance Battalion, commanded by SS Hauptsturmfuhrer
Viktor Grabner, raced toward the north end of the bridge. It is not known if Grabner, barrelling down the road from Nijmegen,
intended his column to mount an attack or if he was just trying to dash through the British positions to reach his divisional
headquarters.

The men in the schoolhouse had a good view of the vehicles as they approached. Two or three were allowed through before
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Germans. He shot the driver and co - driver of a halftrack, which crashed into the schoolhouse not 10 yards from where Emery
was positioned. Disregarding the hail of machine gun fire coming from the vehicle, the sapper stood up in full view of the
Germans and threw a grenade that killed the crew and silenced the gun. He then went on to assist in the destruction of five

other vehicles. When the fusillade finally stopped two hours later, 12 German vehicles were destroyed and approximately 70 SS
troops were dead, among them Grébner. At this point he bridge was littered with damaged German vehicles and dead bodies.
What is incredible is that the men on the school had no anti - tank weapons.



I do not intend to give the impressions that the sappers in the school knocked out all these tanks alone. A lot of the damage
was done by the men of the second Battalion on the other side of the bridge who had some anti - tank weaponry.

At this stage there was very little food in the school building and there was a problem communicating with Frost on the other
side of the bridge -head inthe Brigade HQ. The men in the school were isolated and had no idea if the expected reinforce-
ments were coming.

After this first attempt to regain control of the bridge, there was a period of relative quiet for an hour or two before the
Germans began another series of attacks on the schoolhouse, these went on unceasingly for the remainder of the day. At 1
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7:30 p.m.

When these attacks were beaten off, the Germans resumed their bombardment, firing 51mm mortar rounds directly through
' 7 7 -facirfg windows. So intense was the fire that for a short while many of the rooms had to be temporarily
abandoned but they were then reoccupied before the Germans could move in. The fighting was up close and intense.

There seemed to be little organization to the maelstrom in and around the school, with soldiers from both sides fighting

random intermittent encounters. At about 3 a.m. a large German force 9 believing that they were relatively safe and that they
had killed most of the soldiers in the school 3 began to assemble directly under the windows of the school. Standing around

and chatting among themselves, the unsuspecting Panzer grenadiers were startled when a shower of grenades began to fall.

nti |



6. .. .- L Lo .. tu s te T T .. _ . 6.\Wehadplenty of those. Then Major . *
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lasted about a quarter of an hour. There was nothing the Germans could do except die or disappear. When it got light, there

were a lot of bodies down there 3 18 or 20, perhaps more. Some were still moving, one was severely wounded, a bad stom-
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came back in, without being hit but unable to help the German. The men stood up on the window sills and gave everything
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The Pegasus archive account of this event simply says:

0300 - Enemy entirely surround School, talking & giving orders evidently under the impression the school is no longer defend-

ed. Estimated number 60 directly under windows. All unwounded men line 1 st floor windows with 2 Grenades each together
with all sten -gunners & 6 Bren -guns. On the word of command entire fire power, plus all Grenades is let loose. Enemy retire
leaving 30 dead.

By this point, Tot and the other men had been fighting without rest, reinforcement, or resupply. Even this momentary triumph,
however, offered no real respite from the mental and physical exhaustion of constant fighting.



Tuesday

19" September
1944



The force in the school was now down to 21 men with 4 dead and 21 seriously wounded. Breakfast at the school was one boiled
sweet with the remaining 2 saved boiled sweets for lunch. A mess tin of tea was passed round periodically, and they each got

one sip. The men were exhausted but still waiting for the due reinforcements. Communications with brigade headquarters had
been reintroduced by this point but Frost had his own communication problems. 1 st Battalion and 3 ™ Battalion were still
engaged in heavy fighting between the landing site and Arnhem. Frost and his men could not communicate with them so they

also did not know the overall position.

Despite this, the defenders held on. In a first - floor room off the landing, about a dozen mattresses had been stacked to give
protection. At about 2.00 in the afternoon a German panzer tank approached to within about 30 yards of the schoolhouse and
blew away the northeast corner of the structure at the first - floor level, with other shots going right through the building.

Although every German attack had been beaten back, the constant fighting had used up ammunition at a terrible rate. Given
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Sergeant Swift remembered,

The hard - pressed men, however, still clung to hope that XXX Corps would reach them, but it was not to be. At this point the
British tanks were still trying to make their way through Nijmegen.



During the evening at 7.00 p.m. the first enormous German Tiger tank with their 88 millimetre guns appeared. The first one
fired straight into the school

Tot says: -
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he had a camouflage scarf over his face to avoid being spotted. He was reporting what he saw and | was relaying reports to
those below. Suddenly, there was a terrific explosion underneath this flight of stairs. It was the first time the building ha

hit by such a big shell. There was a tank on the ramp firing at point blank range. We've been used to small arms fire mortar-
ing, but it was absolutely stunning when this huge explosion took place. There was dust everywhere, and it was several sec-
onds before | realised what had happened. | didn't even know the tank was outside. It says a lot for the quality of Dutch bui
ing that the school didn't collapse (Middlebrook p 304)

Nearly all the buildings, except the school, were now burning. All the buildings around the bridge head were being pummelled

by the German tanks.
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came a military staple during the Second World War, used by Axis and Allied Powers alike to fight exhaustion.

The effect on the exhausted men was terrible, some became irritable and argumentative, some suffered double vision and
could not shoot straight. Worse still some men had visions of the arrival of reinforcements. By now only 13 men (including To

)

were battle worthy and they were making homemade bombs such was the lack of ammunition. Food supplies had run out,

and each person received one cup of water per day.



Wednesday

20" September
1944



On the morning of the 20 ™ the bleary - eyed men could see considerable German activity around a crossroads south of the
school building.

At about 9.00 a.m. a tank and self - propelled gun began firing on the schoolhouse from only 70 yards away. Armed with

nothing more than Bren guns and small arms, the defenders could do little more than watch as the German guns blew away

the roof and the top storey off the school. One shell set the roof ablaze, and the fires were too much for the fire - fighting pa r-
ties.

The order was given to leave the school.

Mackay detailed a few sappers to remain (including Tot) at their posts as a rear guard and to stop any German attack during
the evacuation. The wounded were brought up from the basement, with eight or so seriously wounded being brought up on
doors or mattresses. There was a low wall that the defenders had to cross to reach the new position and unfortunately, they
would be exposed to German fire when doing this. Several men from both units were wounded and killed doing the manoeu-
vre. Meanwhile the rear guard was also suffering from the shelling, and more men were wounded and killed there as well.



BORNE TO ARNHEM
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Van Limburg Stirum School, pre-war, looking south-west from: Eusebius Buite;lé
(Photo: Courtesy Gelders Archive)

Van Limburg Stirum School aft o
after the battle, looking south-west f i iTahSincI .
(Photo: Kramer, Courtesy Gelders A::;i‘i:)m Eusebius Buicensingel: A



The men took the bolts out of their weapons and threw them away, leaving the arms behind. About 10 men ran across to some
gardens in the houses to the east, but were soon discovered and taken prisoner (Including Tot). Lewis shouted that the re-
mainder should surrender and that they should take pride in their performance.

Padfield noticed that Sapper Butterworth was the farthest forward, and he was told to put his white handkerchief on the end o
his bayonet and to go slowly forward waving it. While he was doing this, a German opened fire and shot him in the legs. A Ger-
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. .You,are very brave, byt very foblish “* B c e . .6,

-

- o -

pitiful survivors and took them prisoner.
Tot was taken Prisoner of War on that day. At 20.00 he was put on a train bound for the camps in Germany.

Captain Mackay reflected,
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wards. | felt exhausted and determined to try and get some sleep. First of all, | removed my detachable pips and destroyed
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bridge. Late that afternoon, Frost ordered the men to attempt a breakout. Those too badly injured were left behind to be take
captive. Defeated but defiant, the surviving defenders of the schoolhouse, now prisoners, were escorted through the rubble o
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The lives changed by this battle are staggering.
1 Of the 10,600 men of 1 st Airborne who had landed on September 17  only 2,300 made it safely back to England.
T 1,485 men lost their lives

1 A shocking 6,414 men were taken prisoner of war.

T . A 6, sBSquadron_of the Parachute Regiment Royal Engineers had been reduced to 3 officers and 11 men dthe

rest being severely injured or dead.
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defence of the bridge. Without the stand the Germans would have been able to concentrate their full force on Frost, forcing

him from his position sooner. Although it ultimately ended in a British defeat, the fight at the schoolhouse should be

remembered as one of the greatest examples of a defence in urban terrain ever carried out by the British army, men acting

with incredible bravery.



| was pondering what kept them going? What hope was there in that hell? when | came across a quote from Tot
page 451)

Even in the most desperate situations hope is a huge motivator.
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Urquhart (played by Sean Connery) and felt let down by Michael Caine! (His character seems to represent the failure of
Lt. General Horrocks and the XXX Corps in progressing quickly to the bridge) .

Sliz concludes his booklet (p58)
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were not meant to be used, that of infantry. The defence of the school is probably the best example of this ability, as it is
most renowned of the many battles that the squadron went through during its nine days at Arnhem * B

(Middlebrook



Out of ammo, God save the King!" - The supposed last radio message sent at the Battle of Arnhem.



This article is based/adapted on one written by Niall Cherry which originally appeared in the September

2006 issue of World War Il magazine. Niall Cherry is the first non - Arnhem veteran ever to be accorded the
honour of serving as the UK/Worldwide representative for the Society of Friends of the Airborne Museum
Oosterbeek. He is a superb historian

| have also used sections from
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Pegasus report on Captain Mackay

Various podcasts and You Tube videos about Arnhem



Prisoner

of War



' L.Cpl Richard Robb
: Spr Charles H Papworth 1 PISqdn, RE
» . 1 P/Sqdn, RE 4

a - P 1 Spr George Needham
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In the middle is Sapper Charles Papworth 1903029 .

Mum says , when they were captured they pretended
Papworth was injured so they could be P.O.W.s . He said

that the Germans were shooting able men!
(un - verified).

My Nan told me that this picture was important to the
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A poor reproduction of the photo was published in the
Daily Mail. A relative identified Tot by his crooked little

finger. It was the first time they knew Tot had maybe

survived Arnhem. A better quality copy of the same

picture appeared in the Picture Post later in 1944 so they
The photo was taken by the German knew definitely it was Tot and he was still alive.

Luftwaffe war correspondent Lieutenant This was confirmed by a letter in November 1944 (see

. below)
Helmuth Pirath on the afternoon of

The prisoners were taken by train to Stalug Luft X11A in
Wednesday, 20th September 1944.

Limburg. Tot remained a P.O.W. until the end of the war.
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National Archives catalogue reference WO 171/1509



The place where he was taken Prisoner photographed in the 1990s.



Believed Prisoner

1" Mr. ‘and Mrs. J ' W NeeGham.
Norris-street, Lincoln, heard on
|Tuesday that ftheir fifth son
Sap George Henry Needham.
lof eedPar?m Iegzlg\egt.. was
w m on ptem -
|ber, and is believed tv be a pri-
Isoper. Some of his. friends who
Lwere with bim say that he was

Sapper’ G.- Needham.

left behind when they, escaped
{rom Arnhem. ' Previously -?lpgr
Needham had taken ng"ln e
.aadings in France and Be ]Aum
He is 26, and Joined the Army
nb'on.ln four hmn ,uo.l E:tog'c
o u e Wwas empilo y
{h‘l) ?.'J‘Il. He was' k‘tn on
fishing, and played football for
the Rovers and other téeams

One of pper Needham's
brothers was killed in July. in
Franceé, and atother is in Cairo.

- Missing at Arnhem

Articles From the Lincoln Echo in 1944 the one on the right is dated 21 st November 1944

LINCOLN AIRBORNE MAN
IS PRISONER
Sapper George -Henry (Tol;
Needham (26), Royal Engineers)|.
(Airborne), ffth son of Mr.|

and Mrs. J. W. Needham,

Norris-street, Lincoln, who was
previously reportéd nuUssDg

presumed prisoner of war al

Arnhem, has written to his
wirents informing them that|
gg is a prisoner of war inj
Germany and that he is In|
good health. |

(Thanks to Eddie Finch for these)



A Red Cross map of the location of all the prisoner of War camps in WW?2



